
 
Representative Ted Lieu 
2454 Rayburn HOB 
Washington, DC 20515 

 
May 8, 2026 
 
Dear Representative Lieu, 
 
We write as young people from across the state of California, including from California’s 36th district, to 
urge you to publicly commit to opposing any AI preemption provisions being attached to The American 
Leadership in AI Act. 
 
Young people are already intimately aware of how technology policy decisions deeply affect the course of 
our lives, and we must get it right with artificial intelligence. As the generation that grew up on social 
media, we know all too well the harms of tech companies designing and deploying their products without 
sufficient guardrails. While we know social media has benefits, social media companies have weaponized 
our attention, keeping us scrolling and in harm's way so that they can make more money. The stakes are 
just as high for AI companies that have recklessly deployed their products, putting our mental health, our 
economic opportunities, our education, and our collective future at risk. We cannot fail to regulate AI 
companies in the same way we failed to regulate social media companies. 
 
That’s why we are grateful to our lawmakers in California for stepping up to regulate to protect our safety, 
economic prosperity, and future. Young people worked to help enact California’s Transparency in Frontier 
Artificial Intelligence Act, the California Age-Appropriate Design Code, and California’s Protecting Our 
Kids from Social Media Addiction Act. In addition, the legislature is considering further critical 
protections on social media, chatbot protections, and AI guardrails. 
 
As you know, Congress has considered enacting state AI preemption on two occasions, including in the 
July 2025 reconciliation package, where it failed on a 99-1 vote in the Senate, and again in the National 
Defense Authorization Act, where 57% of Americans opposed Congress adding preemption to the 
package. Young people spoke out alongside parent advocates from across the country to urge Congress to 
reject those proposals. Sweeping AI preemptive measures would nullify states' rights to protect their 
residents from unchecked AI harms and undo much of the hard work that California has undertaken up to 
this point.  
 
We are encouraged by your bipartisan efforts to regulate AI, and likewise share those same goals. 
However, we are concerned that this effort could be tied to larger efforts to push preemption forward, as 
has been indicated by House Leadership over the past few months. If you intend to move forward with 
this legislation, we ask that you publicly commit to ensuring that this measure is not attached to or 
does not include preemption at any stage of the legislative process. 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2025/08/26/technology/chatgpt-openai-suicide.html
https://www.dallasfed.org/research/economics/2026/0106
https://www.dallasfed.org/research/economics/2026/0106
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC11830699/
https://designitforus.org/press/design-it-for-us-applauds-signing-of-sb-53-landmark-california-ai-safety-bill-into-law/
https://designitforus.org/press/design-it-for-us-applauds-signing-of-sb-53-landmark-california-ai-safety-bill-into-law/
https://www.techpolicy.press/young-advocates-for-the-california-age-appropriate-design-code/
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2024-09-20/newsom-to-sign-california-bill-to-limit-addictive-social-media-feeds-for-kids
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2024-09-20/newsom-to-sign-california-bill-to-limit-addictive-social-media-feeds-for-kids
https://ifstudies.org/blog/poll-americans-reject-ai-preemption-in-ndaa-3-to-1
https://news.bgov.com/bloomberg-government-news/youth-safety-advocates-urge-congress-to-uphold-state-ai-rules
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/newsletter/2026/04/americans-are-keeping-tabs-on-ai-election-spending-00894456


 

We are counting on your leadership in Congress to ensure that strong AI legislation gets done at the 
federal level. Although we share your goal that this effort should be bipartisan, we cannot allow our 
Congressional leaders to weaponize good-faith bipartisan work to jam through state AI preemption that 
would undo years of protections we have fought hard for. 
 
Signed, 
 
Aadit J. (20) Folsom 
Abhi M. (21) Berkeley 
Abhiram M. (21) Folsom 
Aditya H. (22) Berkeley 
Alessia P. (18) Mission Viejo 
Ali H. (21) Roseville 
Andre M. (21) Huntington Beach 
Andrew G. (25) Morgan Hill 
Aneesh D. (18) San Diego 
Angelica M. (22) Concord 
Ani T. (22) San Francisco 
Anna B. (20) Berkeley 
Annika D. (23) Folsom 
Ariana P. (18) Ladera Ranch 
Arnav S. (21) Berkeley 
Arya P. (20) Fremont 
Audrey D. (21) Stockton 
Balaji G. (22) Berkeley 
Becky T. (24) San Francisco 
Bhairavi S. (19) Berkeley 
Bindu M. (25) Sacramento 
Caden C. (20) Berkeley 
Carissa A. (24) Escondido 
Carolyn N. (21) Berkeley 
Casey S. (18) Los Angeles 
Chris J. (21) Berkeley 
Daniel K. (21) Santa Clara 
Daniela M. (24) Morgan Hill 
David C. (21) Folsom 
Dawson K. (21) Santa Barbara 
Divyesh M. (21) Berkeley 
Elizabeth B. (19) Mission Viejo 
Ella V. (17) Mission Viejo 
Emily H. (25) Morgan Hill 
Enzo C. (21) Berkeley 
Faith E. (26) San Jose 
Haven M. (21) San Diego 



 

Iris V. (24) Campbell 
Ishrit D. (20) Folsom 
Jake R. (20) Palo Alto 
John P. (22) Fremont 
Jordan M. (21) Gold River 
Julia C. (18) Green Valley Lake 
Justin L. (24) San Francisco 
Kabir D. (20) San Jose 
Kai D. (23) San Francisco 
Katia M. (25) San Francisco 
Kelsey Y. (20) Los Angeles 
Koye A. (24) Oakland 
LaResa G. (20) Berkeley 
Leila B. (20) San Diego 
Lennon  T. (27) Los Angeles 
Liam B. (22) San Diego 
Lola M. (21) San Diego 
Lylie C. (18) Los Gatos 
Mariz M. (20) San Diego 
Max M. (19) Los Angeles 
Max M. (22) San Clemente 
Megan C. (22) San Gabriel 
Mia C. (20) San Gabriel 
Michael L. (22) Sacramento 
Mina A. (21) Berkeley 
Miyah V. (19) Ladera Ranch 
Mylan L. (21) Ladera Ranch 
Naina K. (17) Fremont 
Nathan S. (20) Berkeley 
Nidhi T. (19) Palo Alto 
Nikhil B. (21) Berkeley 
Nikki I. (21) Berkeley 
Noelle B. (20) San Diego 
Nyah C. (18) Ladera Ranch 
Peyton A. (24) Santa Clara 
Precious  R. (19) Salinas 
Quin D. (23) Morgan Hill 
Ria K. (19) Irvine 
Romil B. (19) Fremont 
Sanjana K. (21) Irvine 
Sarina I. (23) Ladera Ranch 
Sia G. (18) Los Gatos 
Sidharth P. (18) Berkeley 
Sohil S. (21) San Jose 



 

Sophia C. (18) San Francisco 
Sophie R. (25) San Jose 
Tara M. (24) San Jose 
Teanna M. (21) San Diego 
Tobias S. (18) Rancho Santa Margarita 
Tom B. (21) Turlock 
Troy T. (18) Los Angeles 
Vihaan B. (16) San Diego 
Vinay V. (22) San Jose 
Yiwen Z. (21) Irvine 
Yucian L. (21) Berkeley 
Yvalisse G. (22) Glendale 
Zach O. (23) Berkeley 
Zain P. (20) Foster City 


